Virtual mental health
access for refugees
Principle investigators

Michaela Hynie: Dr. Michaela Hynie is the Principal Investigator and a faculty member in the
Department of Psychology and the Centre for Refugee Studies at York University. Dr. Hynie’s
research focuses the development and evaluation of interventions that can strengthen social
and institutional relationships to improve health and well-being in different cultural, political
and physical environments. She is particularly interested in social integration and inclusion in
situations of social conflict or forced migration. Her work in Canada, Rwanda, Kenya, India
and Nepal has been funded by Grand Challenges Canada, the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research, and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.

Branka Agic: Dr. Branka Agic is a Co-Principal Investigator and the Director of Knowledge
Exchange, Provincial System Support Program (PSSP) at the Centre for Addiction and
Mental Health (CAMH) and an Assistant Professor in the Department of Clinical Public Health
and Associate Field Director, Master of Science in Community Health (MScCH) in Addictions
and Mental Health at the University of Toronto. Her primary research interest is in the area of
mental health and substance use among immigrants, refugees, ethno-cultural and racialized
groups.

Kwame McKenzie: Dr. Kwame McKenzie is a Co-Principal Investigator and the Director
of Health Equity at CAMH. He is a full Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the
University of Toronto. Dr. McKenzie is also CEO of the Wellesley Institute and a member of
the National Advisory Council on Poverty and the Expet Advisory on COVID-19 and Mental
Health., Dr. McKenzie is an international expert on the social causes of mental illness, suicide
and the development of effective, equitable health systems. As a physician, psychiatrist,
researcher and policy advisor, Dr. McKenzie has worked to identify the causes of mental
illness, particularly in cross-cultural health, for over two decades. He is an active, funded
researcher of social, community, clinical and policy issues, and has over 200 academic
publications, including five books.
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