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ɍ The audio is being stream via your computers. For optimal sound, please use 
external speakers or earphones. If you are still having trouble hearing our 
presenters, you can dial into 1-800-509-6600 Participant PIN: 95437934#

ɍ This webinar will be recorded and posted on the CoϥɅswebpage following the 
presentation.

ɍ Please also let us know via the chat box if someone is watching the webinar with 
you!

ɍ Some collected data from the webinar might be used for reporting.

ɍ We would appreciate having your feedback on todayɅs knowledge exchange 
webinar. You will receive a link to an online survey towards the end of the 
webinar. Thanks in advance for the 5 minutes of your time to complete 
our online feedback survey!

Housekeeping
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http://eenet.ca/housing-first-community-of-interest/
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But first, a bit about you!

WHOƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƭΥ
What is your main role in relation to the addictions and/or mental health sectors?

ÇAgency Leadership

ÇDirect Service Provider

ÇKnowledge Broker/Implementation Staff

ÇPerson with Lived Experience and/or Family Member

ÇPolicymaker

ÇSystem Planner (LHINs)

ÇResearcher/Research staff

ÇOther (please specify in chat-box)
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WHICH SECTORS are participating in 
todayɅs webinar?  Please answer the poll.

ÇHospital Mental Health and Addictions

ÇCommunity Mental Health and Addictions

ÇAddictions only Services

ÇHousing Services

ÇDevelopmental Services

ÇChild Welfare

ÇPrimary Care

ÇJustice

ÇCorrections

ÇEducation

ÇCultural and/or linguistic services

ÇFaith based services

ÇGovernment

ÇPublic Health/Board of Health

ÇEmployment

ÇPeer Support Services

ÇResearch/Academia

ÇNon-profit/volunteer

ÇOther, please specify in the chat box
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WHERE everyone is participating from?  
Please answer the poll.
Which Local Health Integration Network (LHIN) area are you participating from?
Ç1. Erie St. Clair
Ç2. South West
Ç3. Waterloo Wellington
Ç4. Hamilton Niagara HaldimandBrant
Ç5. Central West
Ç6. Mississauga Halton
Ç7. Toronto Central
Ç8. Central
Ç9. Central East
Ç10. South East
Ç11. Champlain
Ç12. North Simcoe Muskoka
Ç13. North East
Ç14. North West
Ç I am participating from outside of Ontario
ÇNot sure
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Purpose: To assist  communities across Ontario to develop, evaluate, and improve 
Housing First (HF) programs based on the Pathways model tested, adapted, and 
shown to be effective in the At Home / Chez Soi Demonstration Project . 

8

The OHFRN-CoI

Goals: 

Å Build local capacity for HF programs

Å Promote high quality implementation, fidelity, and 
adaptation of the Pathways HF

Å Advocate and influence public policy related to HF

https://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/at-home
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Members of the OHFRN -COI will consist of Ontario HF policy -

makers planners, managers, service -providers, researchers, and 

persons with lived experience, including representatives from the 

housing, health, and justice sectors and Indigenous housing and 

support providers. Key partners include the Canadian Alliance to 

End Homelessness, ESDC Reaching Home Secretariat, and local HF 

programs .

This CoI is supported by Evidence Exchange Network, part of the 
Provincial System Support Program at CAMH. 

For more information, visit http:// eenet.ca/housing -first -
community -of -interest/
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The OHFRN-CoI

http://eenet.ca/housing-first-community-of-interest/
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During this webinar, you will learn about:

V WhatɅs Next? A theory on identity preservation for young adults in supportive 
housing

V Integrating the Individual Placement and Support (IPS) model of supported 
employment into Housing First

V Supporting Transitions and Recovery: A look into STAR Learning Centre
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TodayɅs webinar
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Benjamin Henwood , Associate Professor of Social Work 
Department of Adult Mental Health and Wellness, University of 
Southern California. 

Ben is a scholar whose work connects clinical interventions 
with social policy. He has over 100 publications and is a co -
author of Housing First: Ending Homelessness, Transforming 
Systems, and Changing Lives published by Oxford University 
Press. Dr. Henwood is currently an Associate Professor at 
the University of Southern California School of Social Work .
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The presenters
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Eric Latimer , Director, Mental Health and Society Research Program, 
Douglas Hospital Research Center; Professor, Department of Psychiatry; 
Associate Member, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and 
Occupational Health McGill University. 

Dr LatimerɅs research has mainly concerned services, and to a smaller 
extent medications, for people with severe mental illness, including 
homeless people. A health economist by training, his focus has mainly 
been twofold. First, to test evidence -based practices in Québec and 
Canadian settings, notably the Individual Placement and Support model 
of supported employment, and Housing First, with an emphasis on the 
economic trade -offs associated with them. Second, in so doing, to use 
the evidence on these practices, thus reinforced by local experience, to 
support their introduction and development within health and social 
services systems, mainly in Québec. He was the lead investigator for the 
Montreal site of the At Home/Chez Soi project, and the lead economist 
nationally, for the At Home/Chez Soi project. He led an experimental 
study of IPS for recently housed people embedded within the Montreal 
site of At Home/Chez soi. 
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The presenters
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Jeevithaa Puvirajasingam , Administrative Coordinator 
for STAR Learning CentreɁA project of the Urban Angel 
Fund for Homeless People at St. Michael's Hospital. 

Jeevithaa is a graduate of the University of Toronto 
with a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology and 
Sociology. Currently she is working with community 
mental health initiatives at St. Michaels hospital 
supporting and empowering vulnerable populations.
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The presenters
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ ! ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ontological security, mental health, social relationships, and identity 
formation for young adults in supportive housing

Benjamin Henwood, PhD, LCSW

OHFRN-CoI webinar)

May 14, 2019
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46,874



Los Angeles County CoC
49,995

New York City CoC
78,676

Unsheltered  
75%

Sheltered
25%

Unsheltered
5%

Sheltered 
95%
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24%

73%

3%

2018 LACoC Homeless Population

Sheltered Adults Unsheltered Adults Youth

Overall Estimate: 
52,765



PURPOSE |  5

Purpose:

TAY/HY are increasingly being placed PSH programsé

1. How have their experiences been in these programs? 

2. How has PSH affected their lives and developmental trajectories?
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Ontological Security

Place of constancy 

Carrying out daily 
routine

Feeling in control

Platform for identity 
construction

Markers of Ontological Security

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ
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Setting: Los Angeles, CA

[Photo or .gif of LA highlighting HY hotspots]

Prog1: n=14
Prog2:n=1
Prog3: n=1 Prog4: n=14

Sampling & Recruitment:
�ò 4 PSH programs for HY

�ò Posted fliers and worked with on-site case managers to advertise study 

�ò Youth then contacted study team directly

�ò N=30 HY enrolled


